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News Letter 2017

Dear Friends and Partners,

Greetings in the name of the Lord.
The amazing grace of our Lord was with us throughout last year and we were enjoying his presence
and blessings throughout the year. The challenges were tough last year. But God did not forsake us.
We learned from our mistakes, struggled with a question of serving only a small number of students
throughout the years, asked ourselves whether we were working for survival within a competing
world and understood what it meant to be faithful to the Lord.
Another of the biggest challenges of the year was the ATA Evaluation team visiting at the end of the
year to evaluate our academic standard and other facilities. We are given accreditation up to B.Th.
(BTh is a provisional accreditation due to insufficiency of professors as required by the ATA), as requested but they have given many recommendations and have asked us to maintain our academic
standard. All three inspectors applauded the quality of scholarship that our students displayed at
the interview with them. However, we were told that we have to have at least three fulltime lecturers with masters which will be a big challenge for us. In Sri Lanka we have limited resources and
they are not willing to move from the metropolitan cities like Colombo and Kandy. Also not many
see the necessity to work for such a small number of students as we have at BTC. Neither will
many donors be interested in supporting an institution serving such a small number. Surprisingly,
after his three years of ministry Jesus had just a very small number of dedicated followers to continue His work! Jesus might be a failure in the eyes of many today! Does not God’s economy work very
differently? And does not the Bible, in Zechariah 4:10, urge us never to despise the “day of small
beginnings”?
Another huge challenge for us as an institution training men and women for the mission of the
Lord, is the present popular understanding of mission and the approach of the Churches in that regard. Teaching the full counsel of the word of God and presenting a holistic approach of missions are
very challenging to the present mind set which believes that the role of the Christian church in the
world is only soul winning. In the political, social and economical life of the world around and in
the church, the church believes that she has no role to play. A contextual and a proper theological rereading of the Bible has become very important for the church to play its actual role in the world.
We have to make our students to understand that the church has a role in the present world that has
been created by our King. When the Word says ‘be not conformed to this world : but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind….’(Romans 12:1) , the church says , don’t drink, eat, watch TV and
movies , etc. but the church, while willing to sacrifice her life in many areas, is happy to toe the line
with the world view of this world and forget the importance of the Biblical world view which is core
for our understanding of our mission in this present world. Our role as an institution geared to
training future leaders of the Church in Sri Lanka is thus utterly vital. Whether we train a small
number or big number, what we are training them for and how we are training them is more important than anything else. It is a little yeast that influences 3 measures of flour and the tiny seed
that grows in to a universal “aviary”!!

Student body
We had 17 full time students
last year and we are very happy
about their progress. In fact
ATA visiting evaluation team,
after their meeting with students are very happy about
their progress and they gave
very positive comments. Three
students left us last year, one
after B.Th., and two after the
certificate programme. We expect at least ten new students to
join in this year with existing 14
students.

Trinco Town Centre
Our town centre also improving slowly. Last year
we have offered one credit subject every term and
one non credit course also every term at this town
centre. We had four students for our credit course
and twelve students for our non credit teaching
sessions. Hope this number will increase this year.

Hatton extension
We were able to offer more subjects last
year in our Hatton extension. We had
six sessions last year and hope to increase the number of sessions in the
coming years. Fifteen students are studying at our centre in Hatton now and it
is our prayerful hope that this number
also will increase from this year. We are
planning to rent out a place for our teaching in Hatton. So we could have our office and permanent library facilities on-the-spot. Pastor Sagayam is helping our work in Hatton right now.

Visiting Faculty
God was so gracious to us and he brought number of very good, godly men to serve our students.
We had Dr.Roland Kleggar
(Switzerland) again last year
and the course we offered in
partnership with the faith ..
church was very useful. Fifty
students benefited from his
teaching and we thank Pastor Gladston for this continuous partnership. We had
Pastor Philip Wells ( U.K.)
with us in the first term and
he was a great encouragement for all of us. We had
Pastor Paulraj and Ms. Shera from India to teach on “Handling the differently abled and traumatized children”. Apart from the teaching students were able to practice their learning with the children under the monitoring of the lecturers and it was a great learning opportunity. Rev. Chester
C h o i

(Regional Missions Director of the Presbyterian Church of South Korea) taught at our main campus
and also at our Hatton extension last year. He taught two subjects at our main campus and it was a
great support to us. Not only we need to be thankful our visiting lecturers, but also we would like to
thank their families for allowing them to give us this support.

Income generation.
Conference hall
The new conference hall is in full operation now
and we were able to raise Rs. Seven Hundred
Thousands (US $ 4500) hiring the facility last
year. Surrounding work is still going on and we
hope that almost all the work related to the conference hall will be finished in another three
months. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the donors supported the construction
of this multi purpose building which is definitely an important resource of the college.

Coconut Farm
Coconut trees have started giving yield and
we hope this year we will start getting some
income through our coconut farm.

I thank God for the board which is giving the
necessary support for the work and especially
I would like to thank the staff members for
their continuous support in this mission.
Thank you very much for upholding us in your
prayers, sharing with our concerns and financially supporting us in our needs. The Lord
will bless you and keep you and his presence
shall go with you throughout this year for the
glory of his name and for the extension of his
kingdom.
To Him alone be all the glory and honor.
In faithful service to Christ
H.H.R.Mnohar,

manohar@yahoo.com

Principal,
BTC.
.
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6th Mile post ,Adukupar,
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I was severely affected by the virus fever and
throat infection last month. Almost all of December I was struggling with my health. I
had many sleepless nights and I had to cancel
most of my teaching and preaching for some
weeks. I was unable to speak; I had not taken
the rest that has been advised by the doctors.
Still I have a cough and find it difficult to
speak continuously as usual. Do pray for my
health. Travelling back and forth to and from
my home town Mannar for weekends is becoming a tough task for me with my Arthritis,
Diabetes, and Thyroid and haemorrhoids. Do
please pray for me.

